
*7BenefitsofReadingThroughtheBibleinaYear*

*Introduction*

Commonresolutionseachnewyeararetoloseweight,savemoney,exercisemore,ororganize.

OnepopularspiritualdisciplineChristianspursueistoreadthroughtheBible.Plansare

availablethroughavarietyofministriesandonlineasaguidetothepassagesthatwillcomplete

thereadingintwelvemonths.

Wecanreadscripturethroughthesequenceofevents,whichinsertsthewordsoftheprophets

andthepoeticbooksintothehistoricalrecords,orinthecanonizedversionwhichleadsus

throughtheindexorder.Whicheverselectionwemakewillgetusthroughtheentiretyofthe

Wordbytheendofthecalendar.

Oneguardweshouldputinplaceistonotputsomuchemphasisonthechartthatweforget

thereasonwewanttoread.OurpurposeistoabsorbourFather’smessagesandnotgive

ourselvesapatonthebackbecausewecompletedatask.

WhyShouldWeReadtheBible?

TheBibleisalive.Nootherbookwasauthoredbyasupernaturalpersonwhoseverywords

impartlife.

TheBiblegivesuswisdom.Writtenoveraperiodofcenturies,theinspiredscrollsprovide

solutionsforeverysituationwecanface.

TheBibletellsusoftheSaviorwholovesus.Nootherbeliefsystem worshipsaGodwholoves

itsfollowersenoughtogiveHislifeforthem.

TheBiblefeedsus.JesusisGod’sWordintheflesh,andHeisthebreadoflifeforoursouls.



*7BenefitsofReadingtheBiblefrom BeginningtoEndEachYear*

*1.ReadingthroughtheBibleeveryyearcaninstilldisciplineinmakingtimewiththeLorda

priority.*

Wedevelopthehabitwhichbecomesapartofeverydaylife.Thisdoesn’tmeanweneglect

otherstudiesordevotionalsiteswenormallygoto.Butwhenwehaveavisualimageof

selections,wearelesslikelytoforgettopickupourcopyofthescriptureseachday.

Butseekfirsthiskingdom andhisrighteousness,andallthesethingswillbegiventoyouas

well.(Matthew6:33NIV)

*2.Wecangainnewinsight.*

Whenweapproachourstudyperiodwithanopenheart,wecanreadthesamepassagesover

andoverandreceiveadifferentrevelation.Inscribingnotesnexttoversesorwritingour

thoughtsinajournalcanremindusofwhattheHolySpiritrevealedtouswhenthepassagewas

previouslyread.

IfindithelpfultowritedownquestionsthatcometomymindwhileIread.Theanswersdon’t

alwayscomerightaway.Butifweusethe12-monthprocedureyearafteryear,thenexttimewe

interactwithit,thelightmaycomeonandourmindsmayreceivetheanswerswesought.

DoyourbesttopresentyourselftoGodasoneapproved,aworkerwhodoesnotneedtobe

ashamedandwhocorrectlyhandlesthewordoftruth.(2Timothy2:15NIV)

*3.WelearnhoweachpartoftheBiblerelatestoitself.*

Someoftheplansincludepassagesfrom theOldandNewTestamenteveryday.Meditatingon

eachoftheholycovenantssimultaneouslycanshowustherevelationofChristthroughthe



sacrificesandfestivals.

WehavetheadvantageoftheHolySpiritthatsaintsdidn’thaveuntilChrist’sresurrection.

ThosewhowalkedandtalkedwithJesusdidn’tperceiveatthattimehowHefulfilledevery

prophecy,yetthroughtheWordofGod,wecanreceiveillumination.Aprintedoutlinecanguide

ustowardthistarget.

AndbeginningwithMosesandalltheProphets,heexplainedtothem whatwassaidinallthe

Scripturesconcerninghimself.(Luke24:27)

*4.Wesetagoodexampleforothers.*

Whenwesetasidethistimeeachdayanddonotdeviatefrom it,wedemonstratehow

importanttheWordistoourlives.AnydailyBiblestudycandothis,butwhenwehaveachartto

keepusontrack,wearemorelikelytoadheretoit.

Onlybecareful,andwatchyourselvescloselysothatyoudonotforgetthethingsyoureyes

haveseenorletthem fadefrom yourheartaslongasyoulive.Teachthem toyourchildrenand

totheirchildrenafterthem.(Deuteronomy4:9)

*5.WereadpartsoftheBiblewemayskim overthroughotherselectedstudies.*

BecausetheBibleisGod’sinspiredWord,wecangleaninsightfrom everyaspectofthesacred

writings.ThegenealogiesandtheLeviticallawcanseem boringwhenwereadthem andwe

maynodoffoccasionally,butJehovahhadapurposeinincludingthesethings.Thefamous

prayerofJabezwasgleanedfrom thebegatsinChronicles.

Theunfoldingofyourwordsgiveslight;itgivesunderstandingtothesimple.(Psalm 119:130)



*6.Readingchronologicallyhelpsusputthehistoricalrecordintoperspective.*

WhenweseetheorderofeventsthewholepictureoftheCreator’spurposecanbecome

clearer.WecanlearnmoreabouttheprogressionofIsrael’sformation.

Foreverythingthatwaswritteninthepastwaswrittentoteachus,sothatthroughthe

endurancetaughtintheScripturesandtheencouragementtheyprovidewemighthavehope.

(Romans15:4)

*7.WelearntheorderofthebooksoftheBible.*

Thisisnotaprerequisiteforspiritualenlightenmentbutlearningthesequenceofthewritings

canhelpuswhensearchingforaparticularbook.Thereisnothingwrongwithusingtheindex;

afterallthat’swhyit’sthere.Butwhenwewanttofindareferencequickly,it’sgreattohaveitin

ourheads.

Butiffrom thereyouseektheLordyourGod,youwillfindhim ifyouseekhim withallyourheart

andwithallyoursoul.(Deuteronomy4:29)

TheBestNewYear’sGoal

Ifwescrutinizewithayearlyguide,itdoesn’tmeanweabandonotherscripturalstudy.This

methodofcomprehensionisanalternativetogiveourmindsafreshperspectiveand

opportunitytohearfrom theFather.

Weshouldalsorejectcondemnationfrom ourownmindsifwemissadayortwofrom the

record.Lookingatthechartwithmissingcheckmarkscancausefrustrationandmanyhave

forfeitedthestrategyduetotheburdenoftryingtocatchup.

TheobjectiveistocomprehendwhattheLordsays.Ifwefallbehindonthecalendar,itdoesn’t

meanwearefailures.Wecansimplykeeplearningwithouttheworryofwhatdayitis.



Wecanstartfresheachyearandgointothisactivitywithanticipationandexcitement.Thisis

oneNewYear’sresolutionthatcanbenefitusmorethananyother.Lostweightusuallyresults

ingainingitbackovertime.Exerciseroutinesstoporgetlax,andthemoneysavedmaybe

spent.

TheLord’sholywordsremainwithusandcontinuetogiveusbenefitsthathavenoend.Ifwe

decidetopursuestudyinanewwaythisyear,wemayfindavisionwewanttoexploreevery

twelvemonths.

Nomatterwhichwaywedecidetorenewourmindswiththemannafrom heaven,weknowwe

willreceiveblessingsandinsighttoguideourlives.

Donotconform tothepatternofthisworld,butbetransformedbytherenewingofyourmind.

ThenyouwillbeabletotestandapprovewhatGod’swillis—hisgood,pleasingandperfectwill.

(Romans12:2)


